
Application form: 
RTA Community Planning Program and 

CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program 

DEADLINE: Noon on Thursday, June 29, 2017 

This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/applications.  You may submit the form by email 
to applications@rtachicago.org.     
Upon receipt of application, you will receive an e-mail verifying that your application has been received.   

1. Name of Applicant

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Main Contact for Application

Name: 

Title: 

Phone number: 

Email: 

3. Type of Applicant (please check any that apply)

____ Local government 

____ Multijurisdictional group* Please list the members of the group (including  
government and nongovernmental organizations): 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

____ Nongovernmental organization* Name of local government partner(s): 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local government.  See the FAQs for more information.

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
mailto:applications@rtachicago.org


Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting 
their application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support. 

4. Project Type (please check any that apply)

Please check all statements below that describe characteristics of your project. 

____ My project involves preparation of a plan. 
____ My project involves updating an already existing plan.  
____ My project helps to implement a past plan. 
____ My project links land use, transportation, and housing. 
____ My project has direct relevance to public transit and supports the use of the existing transit 

system. 
____ My project is not directly related to transportation or land use, but implements GO TO 2040 in 

other ways. 

5. Local Match Requirement (please initial to indicate you are aware of the local match requirements)
I am aware that a local match will be required for most projects, and understand that if my project is
selected it is up to the project applicant to contribute a local match. (See the program guide for further
details on local match requirements.)

____ Yes, I understand that applicants will be required to contribute a local match. 

6. Project Location
Please provide a brief description of the location of your project.  You may attach a map if that helps to
describe location, but this is not required.  If your project helps to implement a past plan, please include
a link to that plan.

7. Project Description
Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is needed.  If you have
more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project.  Please be specific, but also
brief (attach separate page as needed but less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to
have a basic understanding of what you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be
building upon (or replacing) the previous work. Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any
additional information to fully understand your proposed project.

8. Previous Plan Implementation Efforts
Please describe actions you have taken to implement previous plans in your community – whether your
efforts were successful or not – to achieve infrastructure improvements, development investment,
policy changes, advocacy, volunteer involvement, or other actions. If you do not have experience
implementing previous planning work, please describe what you will do to make sure that your plan is
implemented. Illustrating a commitment to implement plan recommendations is very important to both
agencies as we consider new planning projects.

9. Additional Strategic Partnerships
Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning project.  Please specify if you
have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application.



 (Please include any additional information that is relevant, preferably by providing links to online 
documents.) 





 
 

 

 

 

 

June 29, 2017 

 
Local Technical Assistance Program 

CMAP (Attn: Tony Manno) 

233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 

Chicago, IL 60606 

 

Re: Local Technical Assistance Program-Regional Active Mobility Program 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The Aurora Area Convention and Visitors Bureau (AACVB) is pleased to provide this letter of support for the 

Regional Active Mobility Program application to CMAP's Local Technical Assistance Program.  

 

The AACVB participates in a regional tourism marketing consortium which includes the St Charles CVB, Elgin 

Area CVB, McHenry County CVB and Geneva Chamber of Commerce.  Through this partnership we have 

identified the Fox River and its adjoining trails as a common theme and tourism marketing initiative.  This 

broader regional study with help in creating a cohesive and comprehensive tourism product that will have greater 

identity and a potential for engaging product branding and marketing activation.   

 

Feel free to reach out to me for information regarding the regional tourism consortium and how the regional 

CVBs and Illinois Office of Tourism can be a partner in the Regional Active Mobility Program study. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Cort Carlson 

Executive Director 

cort@enjoyaurora.com 

630-256-3091 

 

 

mailto:cort@enjoyaurora.com


150	Dexter	Court,	Elgin,	IL		60120				847-931-6001				www.cityofelgin.org	
 

June 29, 2017  

Local Technical Assistance Program CMAP (Attn: Tony Manno) 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 Chicago, IL 60606   

Re: Local Technical Assistance Program-Regional Active Mobility Program  

To Whom it May Concern:  

The City of Elgin Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee is pleased to provide this letter of support 
for the Regional Active Mobility Program application to CMAP's Local Technical Assistance Program. 
The regional collaboration for this project started through conversations at a Fox Valley Sustainability 
Network meeting hosted by the City of Elgin at Judson University. 

The Elgin Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) is focused on promoting active 
transportation in Elgin – walking, cycling and transit. Elgin is recognized nationally on the ‘honorable 
mention’ list of Bicycle Friendly Communities. We look forward to joining Aurora and Batavia as an 
officially designated Bicycle Friendly Community in Kane County. 

Creating a regional bike share program will create more opportunity for residents and visitors to realize 
the many benefits of cycling – health, mobility, personal savings, recreation, and social interaction. Fox 
Valley communities will realize benefits including economic development, tourism, a cleaner 
environment, and congestion relief. 

Learning how to promote the amenities of the area, the Fox River, the great trail system, the unique 
downtowns of the region is a benefit to all communities. The residents living here take for granted the 
amenities or may not even know about all of them. To share this area with tourists would generate a sense 
of pride for the residents as well as generate revenue for the local businesses.  

The Elgin BPAC is eager to continue growing the partnership in the region and collaborating with the 
municipalities, counties, and organizations to see Regional Active Mobility. Please do not hesitate to call 
Dave Waden (847-931-5909) if you would like to further discuss Elgin BPAC’s programs and support to 
this regional initiative.  

Sincerely,  

Michele Campbell, Chair 
Elgin Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
	

Mayor	
David	J.	Kaptain	
	
City	Council	
Corey	D.	Dixon	
Richard	Dunne	
Terry	L.	Gavin	
Rosamaria	Martinez	
Tish	S.	Powell	
Carol	J.	Rauschenberger	
Toby	Shaw	
F.	John	Steffen	
	
City	Manager	
Richard	G.	Kozal	





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
June 29, 2017 
 
Local Technical Assistance Program 
CMAP (Attn: Tony Manno) 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 
RE: Local Technical Assistance Program-Regional Active Mobility Program 
 
Dear Tony Manno, 
 
The Kane Kendall Council of Mayors is pleased to provide support for the Regional Active  
Mobility Program to CMAP’s Local Technical Assistance Program. With our focus on consensus 
building as well as working together closely with our partners, it allows for effective and  
efficient work towards the goal which makes us a valuable supporter for such projects. 
 
KKCOM and Kane County has always supported programs which enhance mobility for users 
who choose to walk or bike around the County. The wayfinding program has been in the works 
for some time, and we continue to work towards our goal by providing users with proper and 
adequate signage. Along with a number of other projects geared towards this concept, the 
Kane County bicycle & pedestrian maps have been a major asset to providing users with  
proper ways to navigate around the County. Constituents, tourists, and others take great pleas-
ure in obtaining the maps every two years when they are updated and find they are extremely 
useful when traveling around the county via bicycling or walking. 
 
Kane County fully supports the Regional Active Mobility Program, along with many additional 
projects which focus on user mobility. While no funds are available at this time, we are willing to 
assist in any way possible to allow for this program to be supported by CMAP and others.  
 
Thank you for your consideration on their request. If additional information is needed, please 
feel free to contact me at 630-444-3143. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ryan Bigbie 
Kane Kendall Council of Mayors 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator 
Kane County Division of Transportation 
 

 
 

MAYOR JEFFERY SCHIELKE 
Council Chairman 

 

 
THOMAS B. RICKERT 

Executive Director 

41W011 Burlington Road   
 St. Charles, Illinois 60175  

(630) 584-1170 
www.kkcom.org 

 
 

vacant  
Council Vice-Chairman 
www.co.kane.il.us/dot 
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June 27,2017

Local Technical Assistance Program
CMAP (Attn: Tony Manno)
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

Re: Local Technical Assistance Program-Regional Active Mobility program

To Whom it May Concern:

The Fox Valley Sustainability Network (FVSN) is pleased to provide this letter of support for the Regional
Active Mobility Program application to CMAP's Local Technical Assistance Program. The regional
collaboration for this project started through conversations at Fox Valley Sustainabiliiy Network dro-r,
which convene government, community and business leaders to learn, network and take action on
collaborative projects that contribute to the sustainability of Fox Valley communities.

We're thrilled with the interest of neighboring communities in creating linkages to Aurora's bike share
program, and with efforts that encourage bike trail use and connectivity across communities. The proposed
scope meets objectives established within the recently completed Fox River Corridor Study, .o*il"ted
with a LTA grant, focused on drawing people to the Fox River for recreation and using the prairie paitr/r'ox
River Trail bike path that runs through the Downtown and along the Fox River.

Promoting the amenities of the area, including the Fox River, the trail system, and the unique downtowns
of the region is a benefit to all communities - and is a goal that stakeholders within the FVSN are working
to achieve.

Thank you in advance for your consideration ofthis proposal. Please do not hesitate to contact the FVSN
ifyou have any questions.

d_



            

                                                                                           

 

 

 

June 28, 2017 

Local Technical Assistance Program 

CMAP (Attn: Tony Manno) 

233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 

Chicago, IL 60606 

 

RE:  Local Technical Assistance Program-Regional Active Mobility Program 

 

To Whom it may Concern: 

 

Ride Illinois is pleased to support the Regional Active Mobility Program application to CMAP's 

Local Technical Assistance Program.   

 

Ride Illinois is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving bicycling conditions throughout 

the state. We are the advocate for all Illinois bicyclists, promoting bicycle access, education, and 

safety.  

 

The project goal of increasing active mobility in the region is especially important to our 

members.  A Regional Active Mobility Program address existing transportation needs in the 

area, decrease the vehicle miles traveled daily by commuters by providing additional last mile / 

first mile options, and increase recreational use and appeal of the exiting trail system throughout 

the region.      

 

Ride Illinois is committed to supporting the City of Aurora and the other partner communities 

throughout this important project.   

 

Thank you for your consideration of their request.  If you need any additional information, please 

feel free to contact me at 630-978-0583. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Ed Barsotti, Chief Programs Officer 



VILLAGE OF SOUTH ELGIN 
 Village President 10 N. Water St. · South Elgin, Illinois  60177 Village Trustees 
 Steven Ward Community Development Department  
  847-741-3894 · Fax: 847-742-3959 Jennifer Barconi 
 Village Clerk  Lisa Guess 
 Margo Gray  Michael Kolodziej
   Greg J. Lieser 
 Village Administrator  Scott Richmond 
 Steven J. Super  John Sweet 

                                                               
 

June 28, 2017 
 
 
Local Technical Assistance Program 
CMAP (Attn: Tony Manno) 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 
Re: Local Technical Assistance Program-Regional Active Mobility Program 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
The Village of South Elgin is pleased to provide this letter of support for the Regional Active Mobility Program 
application to CMAP's Local Technical Assistance Program. The regional collaboration for this project started 
through conversations at the Fox Valley Sustainability Network meetings. The Village of South Elgin became 
very interested in the bike share concept after hearing a presentation from the City of Aurora on their Zagster 
program. Encouraging people to use the bike trails in the Village and the regional trail is a goal of the Village, 
as identified in the 2030 Comprehensive Plan and the Village’s Bike and Pedestrian Plan, completed with an 
LTA grant. 
 
The Village is also interested in a comprehensive Wayfinding program. The Village recently participated in the 
Kane Kendall Council of Mayors efforts to unify the signage in Kane County along the Fox River Trail. 
Wayfinding can be so much more than just identifying where on the trail the user is currently. Wayfinding can 
provide opportunities and encouragement to the user to go just a bit farther to see something different or to 
get off the path and visit the Village Center. 
 
Learning how to promote the amenities of the area, the Fox River, the great trail system, the unique 
downtowns and village centers of the region is a benefit to all communities. Village residents thoroughly enjoy 
the Fox River and the complementary amenities, like the Fox River Trail.   To share this area with tourists 
would generate a sense of pride for the residents as well as generate revenue for the local businesses. 
 
The Village of South Elgin is eager to continue growing the partnership in the region and collaborating with the 
municipalities, counties, and organizations to see Regional Active Mobility.   Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you would like to further discuss South Elgin's programs and support to this regional initiative. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marc McLaughlin, AICP, GISP 
Director of Community Development 
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	1 Name of Applicant: City of Aurora, Village of Algonquin, City of McHenry, City of Naperville, City of Elgin, and South Elgin 
	Title: Planning and Zoning Director
	Email: sphifer@aurora-il.org
	government and nongovernmental organizations 1: 
	government and nongovernmental organizations 2: 
	government and nongovernmental organizations 3: 
	Name of local government partners 1: 
	Name of local government partners 2: 
	Name of local government partners 3: 
	Name: Stephane Phifer
	Phone Number: 630-256-3080
	Check Box8: Yes
	Check Box9: Off
	Check Box10: Off
	Project Location: Partnership locations in DuPage, Kane, Kendall, McHenry, and Will Counties
	Project Description: Regional Active Mobility Program

As an initial partnership, the Cities and Villages of Algonquin, Aurora, Elgin, McHenry, Naperville, and South Elgin, are seeking CMAP’s assistance in facilitation of partnership efforts, research and data collection, public outreach and engagement, facilities planning, and other topic-specific expertise to develop the plan for a Regional Active Mobility Program. 

Because of momentum created by CMAP (Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning) and others, several government and non-government organizations in DuPage, Kane, Kendall, McHenry, and Will Counties have expressed an interest in developing and implementing a program to regionally increase the use of human-powered modes of transportation, otherwise known as “active mobility”, such as walking and bicycling. To accomplish this these partnership organizations are seeking to develop a Regional Active Mobility Program focused on both recreational and commuter users. 

This Regional Active Mobility Program is envisioned to be an advanced regional bicycle and pedestrian plan centered around collaboration, action and impacts.  The idea grew out of the Fox Valley Sustainability Network’s Transportation and Economic Development Task Force and is based on 1) the recommendations from other CMAP LTA plans such as the Fox River Corridor Plan, Aurora’s Downtown Master Plan and the Village of Carpentersville Health Impact Assessment, 2) the “Trail Town Fox Valley” Big Ideas Presentation by Trails For Illinois at GreenTown 2017 and 3) the success of Aurora’s Zagster bike share program, where bicycles are made available for shared use to individuals on a very short term basis.   

The program can be broken down into three main components: Bike Share, Wayfinding, and Tourism.  Assistance from CMAP through its Local Technical Assistance (LTA) Program would be invaluable in adding a regional perspective and in bringing all partners together on the first two components of the program; with the third component being done concurrently and collaboratively utilizing the expertise of the project partners.

Bike Share.  The City of Aurora rolled out bike sharing with Zagster in 2016. The expansion of a bike share program through the region would be the back-bone of the Regional Active Mobility Program.  In order to maximize the user experience and “first mile/last mile” transit opportunities a regional membership approach would be the most desirable.  A collaboration and membership structure would be developed to facilitate vendor relations, capital expenditures, sponsorship, data gathering, and management of the system.   One of the most critical elements in a successful bicycle share program is facilities planning, therefore a well thought out facilities plan would be developed prior to launching the bike share expansion and a method for continuous evaluation and modification of the facilities plan would be set up.  A Membership pricing structure would be established and member benefits, beyond just the use of the shared bikes, would be explored including roadside assistance and guaranteed ride home programs to reassure reluctant mobility users.        

Wayfinding.  To encourage activity by bike share members, runners, walkers, and bicyclists alike the Regional Active Mobility Program would include a wayfinding program with consistent and user-friendly design elements throughout all the communities.  The wayfinding would go beyond traditional signage to influence and enrich the user-experience to encourage more activity with programing, education, and opportunities for exploration.  Programing could include pre-designated routes, fitness/commuter challenges, and walking or biking clubs.  Education could include inspirational quotes, historical facts, and health benefits.  And opportunities for exploration could include encouraging “side trips” with suggested alternative scenic routes and distances expressed in “walking/biking times to” points of interests, amenities, and goods and services.   Recommendations for additional facilities to enhance the user experience would be explored such as expanding the recently released DuPage County Mobile App to a regional application, and infrastructure such as drinking fountains and bicycle repair stations.           

Tourism. The first two components of the Regional Active Mobility Program lead to the third: growing mobility-based tourism and commerce. Mobility-based tourism, attractions centered around trails and other biking and walking amenities, holds a tremendous potential for increased commerce and economic development for communities. The program will include strategies, which can be collectively or individually undertaken, for leveraging the bike share and wayfinding components of the program to increase mobility-base tourism in the region. The approach is to develop a cohesive brand and marketing campaign, seek recognized designations such as “Trail Town” and “Bicycle Friendly Community”, coordinate and collaborate on special events, and identify and foster businesses and services that support mobility-based tourism.  A system of gathering user experiences would also be established, including surveys and other data gathering methods, which will be used to evaluate the program and measure the impact on the local economies.   

Together we can R.A.M.P. up healthy lifestyles with this program.  With the combined partnership of municipal and county governments, park districts and forest preserves, chambers of commerce and visitors’ bureaus, schools and health care providers, and active mobility advocates, all eager to work together on this project, the only thing missing is the regional leadership and expertise of CMAP to make it a reality.  
	Implementation Efforts: The Cities and Villages of Algonquin, Aurora, Elgin, McHenry, Naperville, and South Elgin have been very successful in developing long range plans and using those plans to leverage grants, capital improvements, and private investment to implement them.

Here are just a few examples of plan implementation from the City of Aurora. The Countryside Vision Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2858), which was adopted in 2002 for the City’s far west side and proposed developments centered on green infrastructure and open space. Three private developers implemented the plan, creating unique housing opportunities in Aurora.  In 2007, a revised Riverwalk Master Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3087) and the RiverEdge Park Master Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/documentcenter/view/1241) were adopted by the City Council. Among the proposals was a new park and public gathering place along the Fox River north of downtown; the first phase of the plan, the Music Garden and John C. Dunham Pavilion, was completed with state, local, and private funding; and the second phase, the River Crossing, is scheduled for construction with CMAQ and local funds and a potential for additional private fundraising.  The Station Boulevard TOD Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3088) was adopted in 2006; the plan proposed a new transit oriented development south of the Route 59 Metra Station; three private developers and the City worked co-operatively to implement the plan, including a new minor collector roadway, station improvements, 513 townhomes and 877 mid-rise apartment units.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2864) was adopted in 2009; the plan established comprehensive bikeway and trail network plan and identified needed system improvements; the City has allocated annual funding to complete the listed system improvements, including the closing of the Fox River Trail “Gap” in downtown which was completed in 2016 with the award winning “Green Mile” protected bike lane project (Beacon News Article (http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/news/ct-abn-aurora-bike-award-st-1002-20160929-story.html). 
	Partnerships: In addition to the initial partnership of the Cities and Villages of Algonquin, Aurora, Elgin, McHenry, Naperville, and South Elgin, to develop the program there are also partners which have expressed interest in contributing throughout the process and participating in the implementation.  A list of additional partners and letters of support can be found on the project website: https://www.aurora-il.org/1776/Regional-Active-Mobility-Program  

Just to name a few those potential strategic partners include:
 

 
Fox Valley Sustainability Network
Aurora Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Active Transportation Alliance
Aurora Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Advisory Board
Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce
Aurora University
Batavia Park District
City of Batavia
City of Geneva
City of Joliet
City of Lisle
City of McHenry
City of St. Charles
City of Warrenville
City of Woodstock
DuPage County
DuPage County Mayors and Manager Conference
Elgin Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Elgin Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Fox Valley Chamber of Commerce
Fox Valley Park District
Judson University
Kane County
Ride Illinois
McHenry County
Rush Copley Medical Center
Shared Use Mobility Center
Sustainable Aurora
Trails for Illinois
Village of Carpentersville
Village of Montgomery
Village of North Aurora 
Village of Oswego
Village of Plainfield
Village of Sugar Grove
Village of Villa Park
Village of Woodridge
Visit McHenry County 
Waubonsee Community College
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